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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To consider the application in light of further information received regarding 
consultation arrangements with Catherine-de-Barnes Residents Association,and to 
agree the designation of the Neighbourhood Area. 

2. Decision(s) Recommended 

2.1 To designate the Neighbourhood Area as submitted by Hampton-in-Arden Parish 
Council, attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 



3. Background 

3.1 At your last meeting of 17th April 2013, you resolved to defer the decision to 
designate the Neighbourhood Area, to ensure that the views of Catherine-de-Barnes 
Residents Association had been received and considered. The previous report is 
available at: http://www.solihull.gov.uk/akssolihull/images/att38090.pdf. 

3.2 Members will recall the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
boundary bisecting the village of Catherine-de-Barnes. The part covered by 
Hampton-in-Arden Parish and, therefore, included in the proposed Neighbourhood 
Area, consists of a small group of dwellings at the junctions of Hampton Lane, 
Bickenhill Lane and Barbers Lane, separated from the main part of the settlement 
and the village centre, by the Grand Union canal. The canal also provides a defined 
boundary to the Neighbourhood Area. 

3.3 Both Hampton-in-Arden Parish Council and Catherine-de-Barnes Residents 
Association have now provided further information on the proposed consultation 
arrangements for a NDP for Hampton-in-Arden Parish. Their responses are provided 
at Appendix 2.    

3.4 The Parish Council has confirmed the following consultation activities: 

(a) During the public consultation on the Neighbourhood Area (11th January - 22nd 
February 2013), residents of Catherine-de-Barnes who live within Hampton-
in-Arden Parish were notified of the application through the Parish Council 
quarterly newsletter and notices displayed on the Parish Council notice 
boards and website. This is in addition to the direct email notification sent by 
Solihull MBC to Catherine-de-Barnes Residents Association, publication on 
the Solihull MBC website and a notice in the Solihull News. 

(b) The Parish Council has since met with the Chairman and Secretary of 
Catherine-de-Barnes Residents Association to raise awareness of the 
Neighbourhood Area application and the NDP process. 

(c) The Parish Council has stated that it will consult fully with all residents and 
businesses, in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning regulations, via 
the Parish Council newsletter and invitations to attend public meetings.  

(d) It has confirmed that Catherine-de-Barnes residents living in the Parish will be 
treated equally with all other residents of the Parish. 

(e) Catherine-de-Barnes Residents Association has accepted an invitation to 
attend the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.     

(f) Both The George Fentham Trust and the Hampton Society are represented 
on the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group and the Parish Council intends to 
invite other community groups. 

3.5 Catherine-de-Barnes Residents Association has also submitted a consultation 
response stating that they recently met with the Parish Council to discuss the NDP 
and its implications for Catherine-de-Barnes. The Residents’ Association has also 
clarified that it has no objection to the Parish Council’s plans and they will be taking 
up the offer of a place on the working group.            

3.6 The boundary of the proposed Neighbourhood Area remains unchanged since the 
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last EDR Cabinet meeting. The proposed Neighbourhood Area is the parish of 
Hampton-in-Arden, as set out in Appendix 1. The full application is available at 
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/ldf/np.htm.   

 

4. Reasons for Recommending Preferred Option 

4.1 In determining an application for a Neighbourhood Area, Members will recall from the 
last report that, Section 61G(5) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended) requires the local planning authority to consider whether the proposed 
area is ‘appropriate’ for designation. Section 61G(4) of the Act further states that a 
local planning authority must have regard to: 

(a) The desirability of designating the whole of the area of a Parish Council as a 
Neighbourhood Area, and 

(b) The desirability of maintaining the existing boundaries of areas already 
designated as Neighbourhood Areas. 

4.2 The proposed Neighbourhood Area would cover the whole of Hampton-in-Arden 
Parish. As this is the first application within the Borough, there are no other 
designated Neighbourhood Area boundaries to maintain. 

4.3 As outlined in the previous report, the planning policy and factual circumstances in 
this case are such, that the proposed Neighbourhood Area is considered to be 
appropriate for designation. 

4.4 Strategic site allocations identified in the Draft Local Plan are located within the 
proposed Neighbourhood Area. The NDP, therefore, presents an opportunity to 
provide design guidance to influence the development of the sites, particularly for the 
Proposed Housing Site 24: Land off Meriden Road. 

4.5 The working and consultation arrangements proposed by the Parish Council are 
appropriate and, together with continued engagement between the Parish Council 
and Solihull Council on emerging policies and proposals, the proposed cross-
boundary working arrangements are sufficient to minimise the risk of any conflicting 
policy approach to planning in Catherine-de-Barnes, being taken forward through a 
NDP.  

4.6 As stated in the previous report, modification of the boundary to exclude Catherine-
de-Barnes village is not considered to be appropriate as Hampton-in-Arden Parish 
Council is the only ‘relevant body’, as defined in the legislation, able to prepare a 
NDP for the parished part of the village. Exclusion from this NDP would mean that 
the area cannot be covered by any NDP.   

5. Scrutiny 

5.1 To date, there have been no scrutiny issues with regard to the designation of a 
Neighbourhood Area for Hampton-in-Arden. 

6. Implications 

6.1 Policy/Strategy Implications - A NDP needs to be in ‘general conformity’ with the 
strategic policies of the Development Plan for the Borough. Once a NDP is adopted, 
it forms part of the statutory Development Plan. This means that decisions on 
planning applications will have to be made in accordance with the adopted NDP as 
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well as the Local Development Framework for the Borough, unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise. 

6.2 Meeting the duty to involve - The Neighbourhood Area application has been 
subject to 6 week public consultation held between 11th January and 22nd February 
2013. As outlined in Paras. 3.3 - 3.5, effective cross boundary working has been 
carried out to raise awareness of the Neighbourhood Area application and the NDP 
process.  

6.3 Financial Implications - Neighbourhood Planning raises financial uncertainties. 
Solihull MBC has a legal obligation to assist Parish/Town Councils and 
Neighbourhood Forums with the process of preparing Neighbourhood Plans, if 
requests come forward. The Council is also required to organise and pay for the 
independent examination of a plan and the referendum.  

6.4 However, the Government has recently made funding available to enable Local 
Authorities to fulfil their duty to support Neighbourhood Planning. Local Authorities 
are able to submit claims for up to a maximum of £30,000 per Neighbourhood 
Development Plan at 3 stages in the process; £5,000 following designation of the 
Neighbourhood Area, £5,000 following publication of the plan prior to examination, 
and £20,000 following successful completion of the examination. Further details of 
the funding scheme are available here.  Officers will submit a claim for funding 
following designation of the Neighbourhood Area for Hampton-in-Arden. 

6.5 The Government has also recently announced a support programme for local 
communities; Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood Planning 2013-15.The 
scheme enables communities to apply for small grants of up to £7,000 and/or direct 
support to help progress their Neighbourhood Development Plans. Details of the 
scheme and the application process are available here. 

6.6 Legal implications - None identified at this stage. 

6.7 Risk Implications – As outlined in Para. 4.5, the proposed cross-boundary working 
arrangements are considered to minimise the risk of a conflicting policy approach to 
planning in Catherine-de-Barnes, being taken forward through a NDP.  

6.8 Statutory Equality Duty - A Fair Treatment Assessment of a Neighbourhood Area 
Application is not required. 

6.9 Carbon Management/Environmental - None identified at this stage. 

6.10 Partner Organisations - Recognised Residents’ Associations and Parish Councils 
both within and adjoining the proposed Neighbourhood Area and North Warwickshire 
Borough Council have been notified of the application. 

6.11 Safeguarding/Corporate Parenting Implications - None identified. 

6.12 Customer Impact - The potential impact on the community of Catherine-de-Barnes 
is outlined in Paras. 4.5 - 4.6 of this report. 

6.13 Other implications - None identified. 

7. List of Appendices Referred to 

7.1 Appendix 1 – Map of the proposed Hampton-in-Arden Neighbourhood Area. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/44127/Neighbourhood_Planning_Local_Authority_Funding_18_December_20122.pdf
http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/neighbourhood-planning/


7.2 Appendix 2 – Correspondence from Hampton-in-Arden Parish Council and 
Catherine-de-Barnes Residents Association. 

8. Background Papers Used to Compile this Report 

8.1 None. 

9. List of Other Relevant Documents 

9.1 None. 

 


